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Abraham and Isaac

Rev. Michael J. Mattil  Genesis 22:1-18 C#48 CP1982
Abraham was 75 years old when God promised himna\&hen he was 99, he was still waiting

for that son. Finally, when he was 100, God ke ptomise and Isaac was born. It is now 15-
20 years later. Abraham had continued to live ama of God. He worshipped the Lord. He told
others what God had done for him in providing a sohis old age. And he loved his son. He
was experiencing the joys of fatherhood and watghiis son grow and mature. The bond

between father and son was a strong one, espesiatly he had waited so long for him.

Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” “Here | am,” he replied.
2 Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, Isaac , whom you love, and go to the
region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt of  fering on one of the mountains | will tell
you about.”

That is what God asked of Abraham. God was puttingto the test. “Take your son, your only
son, whom you love, and sacrifice him to me.” Whywd God ask such a thing? It may be that
Abraham’s love for his son was beginning to rivial love for God. God is supposed to have first
place in our lives, and perhaps Isaac was occupyiagspot in the heart of his father. So God
puts him to the test. “That son | promised you? Kiin. Sacrifice him to Me.” How would you

react to that? How did Abraham respond?

% Early the next morning Abraham got up and saddled h is donkey. He took with him two
of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering,
he set out for the place God had told him about. * On the third day Abraham looked up
and saw the place in the distance. @ °He said to his servants, “Stay here with the donkey

while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then we will come back to you.”

When God tests his saints, it is pass or fail. pimgose of any test God gives us is that we might
pass and receive His blessings. Abraham’s responges test is almost unbelievable. Without
hesitation or question, the very next day he goesatry out this awful command of God:
sacrifice your son. He gathered the wood and maut was about a 50-mile journey to carry
out God’s demand. | marvel at a faith like this. &/kind of man was he to trust so completely
in God?

® Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and pl aced it on his son Isaac, and he
himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together, ' Isaac spoke
up and said to his father Abraham, “Father?” “Yes, my son?” Abraham replied. @ “The
fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?” 8
Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lam b for the burnt offering, my son.”
And the two of them went on together. o




It is here that we see the reason Abraham wastalbespond as he did: faith. Abraham believed

that God would provide, and God would indeed previ@ven when his dearly loved son asks

that heartbreaking question, “where is the lambtier burnt offering?” Abraham believed that

God would provide. Abraham knew from experienced tBad kept his promises, and his faith

told him that would be the case here as well.

® When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and
arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the
wood. °Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay hisson. @

What was going through Abraham’s mind now?

1.

He must have realized that God was testing himsinguhim tochoose who would be first
in his life: God or Isaac.

He must have beeronvicted of his sin feeling remorse at not letting God be in firsiqs,
and hoping for God’s mercy as he carried out Godiemand.

He had to be wondering how God’s promise of desaetsdfit into all of this. If he killed the
child of promisewhere would the descendantsome from? Yet even if he thought this, he
pushed those thoughts aside in order to do as ected.

He had to berusting in God’s goodness Having known God’s love and blessing, he was
empowered to carry out God’s order.

So he took the knife in his hand. He was readywitithg to go through with it. In his heart
and mind he had already sacrificed Isaac

1 Byt the angel of the LORD called out to him from he  aven, “Abraham! Abraham!” “Here |
am,” he replied. '*“Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him.
Now | know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your
only son.” @

Abraham'’s faith proved genuine. His confidence mdGvas so certain that he was going to slay

his son. It was not an act of despair, not blinddMnce, but faith. Because he was willing to

sacrifice his son, because he demonstrated thatw@sdndeed the most important thing in his

life, Isaac was spared. And Abraham'’s faith givesan example. It was described this way in the

New Testament.

Hebrews 11:17-19 (NIV) *' By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaa c as a
sacrifice. He who had received the promises was abo  ut to sacrifice his one and only son,

18 even though God had said to him, “It is through Isa ac that your offspring will be
reckoned.” ' Abraham reasoned that God could raise the dead, and figuratively
speaking, he did receive Isaac back from death.




Abraham'’s faith had grown to the point that he kri@@ad would keep His promises, even if God
had to raise Isaac from the dead to do so. Thatsees in what Abraham said to the servant
earlier:“Stay here with the donkey while | and the boy gees there. We will worship and then
we will come back to you.’Abraham was completely willing to kill his son, typut his

confidence in God to keep his promises. He wasidenf Isaac would return with him.

13 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw ar  am caught by its horns. He went
over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. ** So
Abraham called that place The LORD Will Provide. An  d to this day it is said, “On the
mountain of the LORD it will be provided.”

Abraham’s earlier statement to Isaac is fulfill&tie Lord will provide the sacrificeMiraculous
relief was given to Abraham and his dearly loved. ssbraham sacrificed Isaac in his heart, so
God provided a substitute physical sacrifice. Ameint God once again makes His covenant with
Abraham.

> The angel of the LORD called to Abraham from heaven a second time ' and said, “I
swear by myself, declares the LORD, that because yo u have done this and have not
withheld your son, your only son,  *"1 will surely bless you and make your descendantsa s
numerous as the stars @ in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your d escendants
will take possession of the cities of their enemies , ®® and through your offspring all
nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me.”

You and | look at this story and see so much mdér€ad’s plan than what was apparent to
father Abraham. Abraham was asked to sacrificeohly son. But it was the sacrifice of the
only-begotten Son of God, in whom the Father wal pleased, that was the central ingredient
in the fulfillment of God’s promise. When God resgp His promise to Abraham, He reiterated,
“through your offspring all nations on earth will ke blessed. The offspring of Abraham that
would bless all people was Jesus Christ. It wag#réect obedience of Jesus, far exceeding the
obedience of Abraham, that would make Him the aed#@ payment for the sins of the world.
His willing and absolute submission to His Fathevi, even to the point of death, secured our

forgiveness.

Abraham was asked to sacrifice his only-begotten an act which God the Father would carry
out some 20 centuries later. As Isaac strugglethepmountainside, carrying the wood for the
fire, he asked, “Where is the lamb for the saa®it Abraham’s answer was accurate and true,
not just for that day, but for us living now as Wwéod has indeed provided the lamb for the



offering. God provided a substitute for Isaac, and God hadgged a substitute for each of us in

the person of Jesus Christ.

Romans 5:8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still
sinners, Christ died for us.

Those of us living 20 centuries after the sacrifafeJesus need to ask God for faith like
Abraham’s, faith that believes God’s promiseshféiiat puts all your confidence in the one who

died and rose again for you.

One more thing I'd like you to consider today. ked earlier how you would react if God asked
you to give up your “Isaac,” whatever that may b. not just talking about giving up a child

now. I'm talking about giving up whatever it isyour life that threatens to push God out of first
place. It is different for each of us, but all @uyhave at least one such thing. Are you able to pu

your trust in God in order to give up that thing?

Romans 8:32 He who did not spare his own Son, but g  ave him up for us all—how will he
not also, along with him, graciously give us all th ings?

Consider all that God has showered upon you in ¥igetr It all comes from Him. And then,

following the example of Abraham’s obedience, agurgelf, “What should | give up?”



