INI January 20, 2008 Life Sunday

“God in Hand or In God’s Hand?”

Based on message from Rev. Dr. James |. Lamb, Exeddirector of Lutherans For Life

Job 12:4-10 “I have become a laughingstock to my fr  iends, though | called upon God and
he answered— a mere laughingstock, though righteous and blameless! Men at ease
have contempt for misfortune as the fate of those w  hose feet are slipping. The tents of
marauders are undisturbed, and those who provoke Go  d are secure— those who carry
their god in their hands. “But ask the animals, and they will teach you, or the birds of the
air, and they will tell you; or speak to the earth, and it will teach you, or let the fish of the
sea inform you. Which of all these does not know th at the hand of the Lord has done
this? In his hand is the life of every creature and the breath of all mankind.

® There is a contrast in this text between those @adroy theirgod in their handsand the true
God, who has all things in His hand. So, what witle for you,god in hand or in God’s hand?
The answer seems easy enough, but before you pimjstt as out of hand the idea of having
god in hand, you might want to check out those witkd in hand in our text. They are kind of

appealing!

Those who have their god in hand are at ease 5). Theylaugh at those who are weak, whose
“feet are slipping.” They haveontempt for those who are suffering any kind of misfortuSe
how many of you are that much at ease—no worriesuffering, no struggles—so that you can

just sit back and laugh at those who do have pnadPe

Those who have their god in hand are undisturbedqv 6a). How many of you can say that?

How many of your homes, especially those with ceiid were undisturbed this morning as you
were getting ready for church? How many of you kads undisturbed when your parents never
let you stay out as late as your friends get to@ Hwany of you parents are undisturbed when
your kids come in two hours past curfew? How mamubhy be undisturbed if your daughter

announces she is pregnant or you receive a frigigediagnosis?These peoplemay be

“marauders,” robbers, and thieves, but at least éine undisturbed.

Those who have their god in hand are securgv 6b). How many of you can say that? How
many of you have no financial worries and have y@herg you ever dreamed of? How many are
satisfied with your jobs and your income and théomk for your future? How many of you feel

secure enough in the truth of God’s Word abouttbfetand up and speak out for the innocent in
the womb and the defenseless in the nursing hono@?riainy of you are secure enough not just

to speak but to do, and reach out to young wometrigis pregnancy situations or to women
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who have had abortions and offer them the lovagiveness, and supporthesefolks in our

text may “provoke God,” but at least they are secur

At ease undisturbed, secure—how many of you can boashasge things? It all seems to be
possible because thegdrry their god in their hands” (v 6¢). You have to admit, that would be
pretty convenient. It implies that you are in cohwf your god. You can shape him (or her) any

way you wantYou could exchange your godf you found one you liked better.

Think of the convenience!With god in hand, when you are not at ease becsmse form of
suffering has come into your life, you can find@gvho says suffering is your enemy and no
possible good could ever come from suffering, a gt says thayou have a right to end
suffering by killing the sufferer and you have a right tovdaour physician assist you in doing

that.You can find a godwho will put you at ease by calling this compasaie.

With god in hand, when daughter comes and annoustoess pregnant, you don’t have to be
disturbed.You can shape your godnto one that allows abortion, who says it re@lyhe only
option available. That certainly is the deceptivessage of this god we turn to so readily for
rescue from a crisis pregnancy. Women are decdiyedl every day.As one statedafter her
abortion, “Abortion was available and real accdssilh told the people at the clinic my fears, but
they never offered any alternatives. All | couldnk of was abortion. | couldn’t really see
beyond the moment.” Women feel pressure from boyfriends, husbands, paments and they
end up making a decision that they really do nattwwa make. The god carried around in the

hands says there is absolutely no other way out.

Since the majority of women who have abortions @neistian, this could very well describe

someone here this morning. If so, | welcome yow hdth all these other sinners! It's not the sin
of abortion that separates us from God, it's siré @l stand equally guilty before God. So,
please understand, you are not alone, and pleageusted! God has some good news for all of

us this morning.

! Nancy MichelsHelping Women Recover From Abortion (Minneapolis, MN: Bethany House Publishers, 1988),
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With god in hand, you don’t have to risk your security by speakimgor reaching out when it

comes to life issues. You can find a god who says,

e “These are political and divisive issues.

e Let someone else risk their security by speakintdganthe innocent and defenseless.
e Let Lutherans For Life take care of that.

e Let someone else reach out to the women who atmgloecause of abortion.

e These things do not belong in the church.”

e You can find a god who says, “Don’t rock the bdet secure.”

So, you seehaving a god in handcan be pretty convenient. You can always be ag¢,eas
undisturbed, and secure. | would recommend sughbdavery highly . . . except for one thing.
Such a god, a god in handpuld have to bevery, verysmal. Such a god would never be able to

hold you in his hand. But there is a God who can!

All of creation knows that! Job says, “Ask the animals, talk to the birdsrer fish, they will

teach you. Speak to the earth itself, it will imfoyou. They all know that in God’s hands is the
life of every creature and the breath of all madkifv 7-10). The only ones who do not realize
this are those focused on their own little handsyoey around their own little god. Everyone
else, indeed, everything else, knows that God Wwasyting in His hands; and if God has

everything in His hands, God controls everything!

That is Job’s main point with his three friends who have come to comfont Im his grief and
suffering over all the bad things that have hapgert they weren’'t much comfort! They
figured Job must have done something wrong to deserese bad things. Job continues to
proclaim his righteousness. He is convinced thatisné being punished by God for some
specific sin.He tries to get his friendsto understand that being good is not always tlséskar
freedom from sufferingNeither is being badalways the basis for the presence of suffering. Bu
whether the good suffer and the bad don't, or ttieroway aroundeverything is in God’s

hands! If everything is in God’s hand, God is in control

Now that all sounds well and good. That's helpful éis when we look at our world as a whole

and see the good and the bad, justice and injugtigeand sorrow. We can say, “Well,
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everything is in God’s hands. He can work it ottdwever, when it comes down to a personal
level, things are not always as clear. Sometimesmeé up saying, “Well, if everything is in

God'’s hands then why is my life such a mess?”

That's why it is good to be remindedfrequently that if God is big enough to have etlingin
His hand, He has yoin His hand! “In His hand is the life of every creature”—that includes

you. In His hand is the “breath of all mankind"—that includes you

As you look at the Scripture passages where God has His “hands in things,’rgalize that
His hands have been involved quite a bit. In fgoty were always in His hands. His hands
“knit you together” in your mother’'s womb. (Those who carry their godheir hands only see
this as cell division.) God’s handshaped” you and “formed” you in the womb. (Those who
carry their god in their hands only see this asugsgrowth.) God’s handbsrought you forth”
from the womb. (Those who carry their god in tHends think it was just the doctor who did
that.) Of course, there is the human factor invdlirethis bringing forth. Because of that, you
were also “brought forth in iniquity.” Even with @s hands involved, birth couldn’'t do

anything about that.

But rebirth can! And God’s hands are involved in that as well. Ehowisible, hard to imagine,
spiritual hands of God, became visible in the pemsibJesus. Jesus hexhl handsthat touched
and healed, hands that raised up and blessedis that foldedin prayer and—most terrible of
all, most wonderful of all-rands that were pierced and bledJesus’ hands bled and that blood
cleanses you from your sin. The hand of God’'s wwagbmething frequently seen, and always
feared, in the Old Testament and that we all sdilkedeserve—came down upon Jesisw
God’s hand of gracereaches down to you and through the waters ofdmapthrough the Word
of Scriptures, and the sacrament of His body anddlbrings you forth again to new life and
sustains you in that life. “In His hand is breatid life” your breath, your life. You are in God’s

hands, and Jesus reminds us, “Nothing can snatcbyd of those hands.

Does this mean you will always be at easkke those who carry their god in their hands and
that no suffering will ever come into your lifé®. But it does mean that your God is with you in

your suffering, and remember, He is a God who knalsut suffering.He is thereto get you



God in Hand or In God’s HandPage 5

through sufferingHe is thereto help you endure suffering that seems to haventhHe is
there to work in and through suffering, not to kill tkafferer, and to accomplish His good and

gracious will. Even in the face of suffering—whesuydon’t feelat ease—you are in His hands.

You're in God’s hands. Does that mean you will always be undisturbed; ttkose who carry
their gods in their hands®o, disturbing things are going to happen. But it doesn that when
your daughter comes to you and announces she geagre you are in God’s hands. She is in
God’s hands. Her baby is in God’s handkey are hands of love hands of support, hands of
forgiveness. What if she doesn’t come to you, bwggin to the lies and pressure of those with
their gods in their hands and has an abortion? &feuin God’s hands. She is in God’s hands.
Her baby is in God’s hands. They are hands of Itneds of support, hands of forgiveness,
hands of healing and hope. Disturbing things wiline into our lives, sometimes by our own

choosing, but in it all one thing remains undisagpyou are there—in His hands.

You're in God’'s hands. Does that mean you will always feel secure, fimahcor otherwise,

like those who carry their god in their hand®, but it does mean you have a source of security
far greater than finances can provide. You are ad’'S& hands, the “hollow of His hands” the
Bible says, the inner, protected, and secure part.a “strong hand” that holds you, a “mighty
hand” and “powerful hand.From His hand you can draw strength to speak up for those who
cannot speak for themselves, to be bold in shdhiegositive For Life message of Scripture and
how it applies to the life issues. You can find glvength to understand these are spiritual issues.
The Gospel compels us to be neighbors to thosgetdiorn, to love them as the work of God’s
hands in creation and redemption. We have the ggeatessage in the world to offer to those
struggling with a crisis pregnancy or a frightentliggnosis or a past mistake. So, you may not

always feekecure in your life or in dealing with life, buby aresecure—in His hands.

| suppose it can be kindof appealing to carry your god in your hand, teehhiim be whatever
you want him to be. It would be worth checking extept for that one thingSuch a god

would have to beery, verysmal. Such a godcould never hold you in His hand.

But there is a God who can. And He doés! help you think about this in the days ahead, |
have provided devotion books “In the hands of Gatlthe front of the church for those who

would like to use then.



